
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, President Pro Tem Dana Reich, Councilmembers Dane W. 
Bicher, and Ronald L. Ream, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy B. Leonard, 
Treasurer Gale Edwards, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and 
Manager Michael R. McKenna. Absent were Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, and Councilmember 
Stacey A. Hackman.  

The President opened the meeting at 6:32 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

Dana Reich moved, and Dane W. Bicher seconded, to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting held on March 9, 2021.  Motion unanimously carried.  

The President opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments.   

Jazzie Battle -127 S. Broad Street - was present to request permission to park his food truck in the park 
area. Manager McKenna provided information from the Borough Ordinance regarding food truck 
regulations. Food trucks are only allowed in the General Business District, they are allowed on the street 
for fifteen minutes and Council may authorize a special exception for events.  This request would be 
outside the General Business District and a commercial activity on a Borough property. The Borough 
Solicitor stated the council could do an ordinance amendment to allow for more food truck use. Council 
asked that he provide proposed dates, general times, some locations, and a certificate of insurance before 
they can take any action.     

Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II entered the meeting at 6:55 p.m.  

Randall Sweigart, Chief of the Goodwill Fire Company was present to request a road closure for a May 
Day Carnival and Cornhole Tournament. He also wanted to discuss the Fire Police building that was 
built at the Public Works Facility. Chief Sweigart stated the Fire Police do operate under their charter. 
They have no issue with them moving into the building, but the agreement will be with the Goodwill 
Fire Company. Solicitor Leonard stated the Fire Police have to decide if they want to separate or not. 
They each need their own solicitor to figure out the funding, charter, and by-laws. These are corporate 
issues that solicitors need to help them work it out. Chief Sweigart thanked the Borough Solicitor for the 
policies corrections, they are making the changes and will return them to the Borough.                                      
Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Dana Reich seconded, to approve the road closure of W. Washington 
Avenue from N. Goodwill Street to N. Locust Street on Saturday, May 1, 2021, with a rain date of Saturday, 
May 8, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Goodwill Fire Company May Day Carnival and Cornhole 
Tournament. Motion unanimously carried.  

The following reports were presented to Council for review and discussion: Mayor’s Report, Code 
Enforcement and Zoning Report, Myerstown Vitality Partnership Report, Solicitor’s Report, Assistant 
Manager’s Report, and Manager’s Report.  

Dana Reich moved, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to accept the Treasurer’s Report for March 2021 as 
submitted and have it placed on file for audit.  Motion unanimously carried.  
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Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Dane W. Bicher seconded, to approve the payment of bills as 
submitted.  Motion unanimously carried. 

There were no communications to review. 

Council reviewed the letter and income verification form that will be sent to affected properties for the 
Center Avenue and Railroad Street reconstruction projects. Since the Borough is looking to use 
Community Development Block Grant funds an income survey is required. Ronald L. Ream moved, and 
Dane W. Bicher seconded, to approve to send letters with income verification forms to the affected 
properties for the Center Avenue and Railroad Street reconstruction projects with the intention of 
using the income data to apply for CDBG funding. Motion unanimously carried.  

 
The sidewalk repair at 2 W. Main Avenue was discussed. Ronald L. Ream moved, and Jeffrey L. Thomas 
seconded, to approve a contribution of $300.00 to the property owner at 2 W. Main Avenue. Motion 
unanimously carried.  
Ronald L. Ream moved, and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded, to amend the prior motion and approve a 
contribution of $300.00 to the property owner at 2 W. Main Avenue contingent upon a completion 
inspection. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
Manager McKenna stated he received an email from Lebanon Bible Fellowship Church requesting to 
use the pool from July 12 through July 16, 2021 from 11:00 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. for their day campers to 
come swim. Manager McKenna stated we still need to see if we can handle it with staffing but wanted 
to know what Council’s thought were and pricing.  Council stated $100.00 per day would be fair.  The 
Manager will give them that rate and then we will bring it back for approval if they want to go forward.  
 
The Borough Manager stated bids were opened for the roadway project #1 for Race Street and project #2 
is for the Parking Lot and Street Scape Project. The Engineer provided the bid results. The lowest bidder 
for the Race Street Project is Pennsy Supply for $75,497.35. Only one bid was received for the parking lot 
from Construction Masters Services for $84,979.50. Ronald L. Ream asked questions on the Race Street 
Project. Manager McKenna stated the funds for the project will be used from the Liquid Fuels Account. 
ADA requirements were discussed. The Borough Engineer has stated the ADA ramps are up to standard. 
Councilmember Ream stated that surprises him because he believes there is one that does not have the 
detectable warning. He just does not want to see this roadway done and then have to come back and 
take those ramps out. Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Ronald L. Ream  seconded, to award Project #1 
to Pennsy Supply for $75,497.35. Motion unanimously carried. Dane W. Bicher moved, and Park W. 
Haverstick, II seconded, to award Project #2 to Construction Masters Services for $84,979.50. Motion 
unanimously carried.   
 
Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 8:57 p.m. to discuss legal,   
personal matters, and real estate.    

Council returned from Executive Session at 10:08 p.m., reconvening the regular session. 

Manager McKenna informed Council the Borough will be receiving money from the American Rescue 
Plan. He provided information on how the Borough may use the funds. The Borough will receive 
approximately $340,000.00. The funds must be spent by 2024. Funds may be used to respond to the 
COVID-19 emergency or addressing its negative economic impacts. That means reimbursing COVID 
costs, giving aid to households, small businesses, non-profits, or industries such as tourism and 
hospitality.   Non-profits would include volunteer fire companies and non-profit ambulances. It can be 
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used for any lost revenues. It can be used to make necessary investments in water, sewer, or broad band 
infrastructure. The Manager will provide information as received.  

Park W. Haverstick, II stated he is a history buff and particularly the civil war. He understands the 
meaning to both sides. As he drove down the road, he noticed a nice black man and his wife walking. He 
couldn’t help but wonder if that man walking from the east end of town to the west end of town, that he 
would pass three confederate flags flown in prominent positions. He may have passed the pickup truck 
that drives through town with the large confederate flag in the back. He knows it is their first 
amendment right, but he wants to say he is disappointed in the people who feel it is okay to fly that flag. 
Especially at the same height and in the same prominent position as the American Flag. To him it is not 
right, to him it is a symbol that has been used as a symbol of hate towards many groups. You can make 
an argument and repackage it any which way you want to, but as far as what it means to some people, 
and he does not like it and again he respects the fact they have the right to do so but is disappointed in 
the people who choose to do it.  Councilmember Reich stated why is our culture unaccepted. She is 
having a hard time losing her culture because progressives want it to be all about their culture. She has 
a culture to and has a right to talk about that culture, and if you forget that, history repeats itself.  The 
Manager asked the meeting be adjourned.   

The President asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.  Seeing none, 
he asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion unanimously carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:17 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Lisa A. Brubaker, 
       Deputy Secretary    
    
                 


